
Advocacy & Outreach: 

Contact national governments 

& be part of RFMO delegations 

to urge adoption and 

implementation of stock 

specific harvest strategies 

(HSs).

Direct Action:
Provide proposals for 

specific work plans or 

rebuilding plans.

Data Gaps: Evaluate gaps 

that vessels can fill and 

develop programs to do so.

Capacity Building:
Seek partners to enhance 

understanding and 

implementation of harvest 

strategies.

Advocacy & Outreach 
• Proposal/advocacy strategy assistance (ISSF RFMO Position Statements

and RFMO advocacy letters include specific asks on HSs, bycatch, RFMO 

governance & MCS tools -- all supported by ISSF Technical Papers and 

Workshop Reports. 

• National government outreach support (e.g., key points and resources to 

support participation on RFMO delegations). 

• Coordination with NGOs and MSC certified fisheries (ISSF hosts calls 

before each tuna RFMO meeting).

Assistance for Data Gaps 
• ISSF funded  collaborative study of tropical tuna CPUE from Indian Ocean 

longline fleets to improve stock assessments.

• Trials of electronic observer reports and electronic logbooks for purse seine 

& longline vessels, and guidance for EMS on purse seine vessels.

• ISSF funded observer data harmonization workshops for longline and purse 

seine fisheries. 

• ISSF advocacy for FAD data collection and submission to RFMOs, provision 

of buoy tracks (with an appropriate time lag), and FAD logbooks. 

• ISSF Conservation Measures on RFMO data, which includes vessel data 

(name, flag, IMO#, etc.) down to the trip level.
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1) These activities are summarized from existing tuna FIPs.

Technical Exchange/Capacity Building Assistance 
• Capacity building support (HSs, HCRs, MSE, rebuilding plans, stock 

assessments). 

• Skippers Workshops Skippers and Observer guidebooks

• Species Identification Guides

(P1)

Stock Status/Harvest Strategy/Scientific Resources 
• Status of the Stocks Report

• ISSF Technical Papers

• ISSF Workshop Reports

https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/influence/position-statements/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/influence/joint-advocacy/
http://www.iotc.org/documents/collaborative-study-tropical-tuna-cpue-multiple-indian-ocean-longline-fleets-2016
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-technical-report-2014-08-updated-guidance-on-electronic-monitoring-systems-for-tropical-tuna-purse-seine-fisheries/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/ssf-technical-report-2015-08-harmonization-ll-bycatch-data-in-tuna-rfmos/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-technical-report-2012-12-harmonisation-of-purse-seine-data-collected-by-tuna-rfmo-observer-programmes/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/traceability-data-collection-2-2-quarterly-data-submission-to-rfmo/
http://www.issfguidebooks.org/
http://www.issfguidebooks.org/species-guides/
http://iss-foundation.org/about-tuna/status-of-the-stocks/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-2016-19-an-evaluation-of-the-sustainability-of-global-tuna-stocks-relative-to-marine-stewardship-council-criteria/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-technical-report-2015-06-2015-issf-stock-assessment-workshop-characterizing-uncertainty-in-stock-assessment-and-management-advice/


Advocacy and Outreach: 
Contact national governments & 
be part of RFMO delegations to 
urge data collection, increased 
observer coverage, EMER, and 
effective ETP measures.

Direct Action in 
Scientific Research: 
• Participate in on the water

scientific research.
• Propose minimum standards

for data collection, observer
coverage, EMER and bycatch
mitigation.

Data Gaps: Evaluate gaps 
that vessels can fill and 
develop programs to do so 
(e.g., observer data analysis 
(for ETP species)), and 
disseminate results.

Best Practices Implementation:
• Support requirements for onboard

implementation of best practices, and
verification of use.

• Seek partners to strengthen
implementation of best practices.

Advocacy & Outreach 
• Proposal/advocacy strategy assistance (ISSF RFMO Position Statements

and RFMO advocacy letters include specific asks on HSs, bycatch, RFMO
governance & MCS tools -- all supported by ISSF Technical Papers and
Workshop Reports.

• National government outreach support (e.g., key points and resources to
support participation on RFMO delegations).

• Coordination with NGOs and MSC certified fisheries (ISSF hosts calls
before each tuna RFMO meeting).

Assistance for Data Gaps 
• ISSF funded collaborative study of tropical tuna CPUE from Indian

Ocean longline fleets to improve stock assessments.
• Trials of electronic observer reports and electronic logbooks for purse

seine & longline vessels, and guidance for EMS on purse seine
vessels.

• ISSF funded observer data harmonization workshops for longline and
purse seine fisheries.

• ISSF advocacy for FAD data collection and submission to RFMOs,
provision of buoy tracks (with an appropriate time lag), and FAD
logbooks.

• ISSF Conservation Measures on RFMO data, which includes vessel
data (name, flag, IMO#, etc.) down to the trip level.
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1) These activities are summarized from existing tuna FIPs.

ISSF Conservation Measures and Company Audits, and ISSF PVR
• ISSF Conservation Measures shark finning, shark and sea turtle best

practices, full tuna retention, skippers workshops, NE FADs, etc.
• All ISSF Conservation Measures are verified through annual Company

Audits and the ISSF Compliance Policy.
• PVR verification of Skippers Workshop participation, non-entangling FADs use,

no shark finning, not on an RFMO IUU list, best practices for sharks and turtles,
100% purse seine observer coverage, IMO/UVI, full tuna retention, etc.

(P2)

Technical Exchange/Capacity Building Assistance
• Skippers Workshops Skippers and Observer guidebooks
• Guide for non-entangling FADs
• Results of ISSF scientific research on FADs, NE FADs, biodegradable

FADs and bycatch mitigation

• ISSF  funded study to score all major tuna fishing gears against MSC
P2 criteria

• Reports estimating bycatch rates in purse seine fisheries and other
tuna fisheries

• Species Identification Guides

https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/influence/position-statements/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/influence/joint-advocacy/
http://www.iotc.org/documents/collaborative-study-tropical-tuna-cpue-multiple-indian-ocean-longline-fleets-2016
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-technical-report-2014-08-updated-guidance-on-electronic-monitoring-systems-for-tropical-tuna-purse-seine-fisheries/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/ssf-technical-report-2015-08-harmonization-ll-bycatch-data-in-tuna-rfmos/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-technical-report-2012-12-harmonisation-of-purse-seine-data-collected-by-tuna-rfmo-observer-programmes/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/traceability-data-collection-2-2-quarterly-data-submission-to-rfmo/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/bycatch-mitigation-3-3-full-retention-of-tunas/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/bycatch-mitigation-3-4-skipper-best-practices/
http://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/commitments-compliance/conservation-measures-commitments/bycatch-mitigation-3-5-transactions-with-vessels-that-use-only-non-entangling-fads/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification/participating-company-audit-reports/download-category/participating-company-audit-reports/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification/audit-process/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/databases/proactive-vessel-register/
http://www.issfguidebooks.org/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/guides-best-practices/non-entangling-fads/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-2016-13a-compendium-of-issf-at-sea-bycatch-mitigation-research-activities-as-of-122016/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/a-preliminary-evaluation-of-the-environmental-impact-of-fishing-for-global-tuna-fisheries-relative-to-marine-stewardship-council-criteria/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-category/technical-and-meeting-reports/
http://www.issfguidebooks.org/species-guides/
http://iss-foundation.org/bycatch-mitigation-3-6-transactions-with-vessels-implementing-best-practices-for-sharks-and-sea-turtles/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/bycatch-mitigation-3-1a-shark-finning-policy/


Advocacy and Outreach: 
Regular contact with national 
governments, including as part 
of RFMO delegations, to urge 
adoption of measures and 
practices to improve RFMO 
management frameworks and 
their implementation.

Direct Action:
Provide proposals to 
national delegations 
for best practice 
RFMO governance 
reform, compliance 
assessment and
MCS tools.

Advocacy and Outreach
• Proposal/advocacy strategy assistance (e.g., ISSF RFMO Position 

Statements and RFMO advocacy letters include specific asks on HSs, 
bycatch, RFMO governance & MCS tools -- all supported by ISSF 
Technical Papers and Workshop Reports. 

• National government outreach support (e.g., key points and resources to 
support participation on RFMO delegations). 

• Coordination with NGOs and MSC certified fisheries (ISSF hosts calls 
before each tuna RFMO meeting).

1) These activities are summarized from existing tuna FIPs.

ISSF Conservation Measures and Company Audits:
• ISSF Conservation Measures shark finning, shark and sea turtle best 

practices, full tuna retention, skippers workshops, NE FADs, etc.
• All ISSF Conservation Measures are verified through annual Company 

Audits and the ISSF Compliance Policy.

Effective 
Management
(P3)

Best Practices Implementation:
• Support requirements for onboard 

implementation of best practices, and 
verification of use.

• Seek partners to strengthen 
implementation of best practices

Technical Exchange/Capacity Building Assistance
• Skippers Workshops Skippers and Observer guidebooks
• Guide for non-entangling FADs
• Results of ISSF scientific research on FADs, NE FADs, biodegradable 

FADs and bycatch mitigation
• ISSF  funded study to score all major tuna fishing gears against MSC 

P2 criteria
• Reports estimating bycatch rates in purse seine fisheries and other tuna 

fisheries
• Species Identification Guides

Assistance for Data Gaps 
• ISSF funded  collaborative study of tropical tuna CPUE from Indian 

Ocean longline fleets to improve stock assessments.
• Trials of electronic observer reports and electronic logbooks for purse 

seine & longline vessels, and guidance for EMS on purse seine vessels.
• ISSF funded observer data harmonization workshops for longline and 

purse seine fisheries. 
• ISSF advocacy for FAD data collection and submission to RFMOs, 

provision of buoy tracks (with an appropriate time lag), and FAD 
logbooks. 

• ISSF Conservation Measures on RFMO data, which includes vessel data 
(name, flag, IMO#, etc.) down to the trip level.

https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/influence/position-statements/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/influence/joint-advocacy/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/bycatch-mitigation-3-1a-shark-finning-policy/
http://iss-foundation.org/bycatch-mitigation-3-6-transactions-with-vessels-implementing-best-practices-for-sharks-and-sea-turtles/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/bycatch-mitigation-3-3-full-retention-of-tunas/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/bycatch-mitigation-3-4-skipper-best-practices/
http://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/commitments-compliance/conservation-measures-commitments/bycatch-mitigation-3-5-transactions-with-vessels-that-use-only-non-entangling-fads/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification/participating-company-audit-reports/download-category/participating-company-audit-reports/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification/audit-process/
http://www.issfguidebooks.org/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/guides-best-practices/non-entangling-fads/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-2016-13a-compendium-of-issf-at-sea-bycatch-mitigation-research-activities-as-of-122016/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/a-preliminary-evaluation-of-the-environmental-impact-of-fishing-for-global-tuna-fisheries-relative-to-marine-stewardship-council-criteria/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-category/technical-and-meeting-reports/
http://www.issfguidebooks.org/species-guides/
http://www.iotc.org/documents/collaborative-study-tropical-tuna-cpue-multiple-indian-ocean-longline-fleets-2016
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-technical-report-2014-08-updated-guidance-on-electronic-monitoring-systems-for-tropical-tuna-purse-seine-fisheries/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/ssf-technical-report-2015-08-harmonization-ll-bycatch-data-in-tuna-rfmos/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-technical-report-2012-12-harmonisation-of-purse-seine-data-collected-by-tuna-rfmo-observer-programmes/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/traceability-data-collection-2-2-quarterly-data-submission-to-rfmo/


Advocacy and Outreach:
Contact national governments 
& be part of RFMO delegations 
to urge improvement of MCS 
tools and their implementation.

Direct Action:
Provide proposals for best 
practice RFMO governance 
reform, compliance 
assessment and MSC tools 
(e.g., VMS, IUU Vessel Lists, 
and transshipment).

Data Gaps: Evaluate gaps 
that vessels can fill and 
develop programs to do so.

Advocacy and Outreach 
• Proposal/advocacy strategy assistance (e.g., ISSF RFMO Position 

Statements and RFMO advocacy letters include specific asks on HSs, 
bycatch, RFMO governance & MCS tools -- all supported by ISSF 
Technical Papers and Workshop Reports. 

• National government outreach support (e.g., key points and resources to 
support participation on RFMO delegations). 

• Coordination with NGOs and MSC certified fisheries (ISSF hosts calls 
before each tuna RFMO meeting).

Assistance for Data Gaps
• ISSF funded  collaborative study of tropical tuna CPUE from Indian Ocean 

longline fleets to improve stock assessments.
• Trials of electronic observer reports and electronic  logbooks for purse seine & 

longline vessels, and guidance for EMS on purse seine vessels.
• ISSF funded observer data harmonization workshops for longline and purse seine

fisheries. 
• ISSF Conservation Measures on RFMO data, which includes vessel data (name, 

flag, IMO#, etc.) down to the trip level.
• ISSF Databases (P3):

• International Maritime Organization (IMO) numbers
• Unique Vessel Identifiers (UVI)
• Record of large-scale purse seine vessels

1

1) These activities are summarized from existing tuna FIPs.

ISSF Conservation Measures and Company Audits and ISSF PVR:
• ISSF Conservation Measures to combat IUU, including product 

withdrawal.
• ISSF Conservation Measures on traceability, data provision and product 

labeling.
• ISSF Conservation Measures on tuna conservation and MSC, including 

observer coverage IMO numbers, supply and tender vessels, etc.
• All ISSF Conservation Measures are verified through annual Company 

Audits and the ISSF Compliance Policy.
• PVR verification of Skippers Workshop participation, non-entangling FADs use, 

no shark finning, not on an RFMO IUU list, best practices for sharks and turtles, 
100% purse seine observer coverage, IMO/UVI, full tuna retention, etc.

(P1 & P3)

https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/influence/position-statements/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/influence/joint-advocacy/
http://www.iotc.org/documents/collaborative-study-tropical-tuna-cpue-multiple-indian-ocean-longline-fleets-2016
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-technical-report-2014-08-updated-guidance-on-electronic-monitoring-systems-for-tropical-tuna-purse-seine-fisheries/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/ssf-technical-report-2015-08-harmonization-ll-bycatch-data-in-tuna-rfmos/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-technical-report-2012-12-harmonisation-of-purse-seine-data-collected-by-tuna-rfmo-observer-programmes/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/traceability-data-collection-2-2-quarterly-data-submission-to-rfmo/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/databases/imo-database/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/databases/uvi-database/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/databases/record-of-large-scale-purse-seine-vessels/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/illegal-unreported-and-unregulated-fishing-5-1-illegal-unreported-and-unregulated-iuu-fishing/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/illegal-unreported-and-unregulated-fishing-5-2-illegal-unreported-and-unregulated-iuu-product-response/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/traceability-data-collection-2-1-product-traceability/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/traceability-data-collection-2-2-quarterly-data-submission-to-rfmo/
http://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/commitments-compliance/conservation-measures-commitments/traceability-data-collection-2-3-product-labeling-by-species-and-area-of-capture/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/monitoring-control-and-surveillance-4-3a-observer-coverage/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/monitoring-control-and-surveillance-4-1-unique-vessel-identifiers-imo/
http://iss-foundation.org/proactive-vessel-register-7-4-supply-and-tender-vessels/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification/participating-company-audit-reports/download-category/participating-company-audit-reports/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification/audit-process/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/databases/proactive-vessel-register/


Advocacy and Outreach:
Contact national governments 
& be part of RFMO delegations 
to urge development of 
traceability and transparency 
tools and their implementation.

Direct Action:
Provide proposals best 
practices in traceability and 
transparency and the means 
to verify implementation.

Data Gaps: Evaluate gaps 
that vessels can fill and 
programs to do so, including 
the ISSF PVR.

Advocacy and Outreach 
• Proposal/advocacy strategy assistance (ISSF RFMO Position Statements

and RFMO advocacy letters include specific asks on HSs, bycatch, RFMO 
governance & MCS tools -- all supported by ISSF Technical Papers and 
Workshop Reports. 

• National government outreach support (e.g., key points and resources to 
support participation on RFMO delegations). 

• Coordination with NGOs and MSC certified fisheries (ISSF hosts calls 
before each tuna RFMO meeting).

Assistance for Data Gaps 
• ISSF funded  collaborative study of tropical tuna CPUE from Indian Ocean 

longline fleets to improve stock assessments.
• Trials of electronic observer reports and electronic  logbooks for purse 

seine & longline vessels, and guidance for EMS on purse seine vessels.
• ISSF funded observer data harmonization workshops for longline and 

purse seine fisheries. 
• ISSF advocacy for FAD data collection and submission to RFMOs, 

provision of buoy tracks (with an appropriate time lag), and FAD logbooks. 
• ISSF Conservation Measures on RFMO data, which includes vessel data 

(name, flag, IMO#, etc.) down to the trip level.
• ISSF Databases (P3):

• International Maritime Organization (IMO) numbers
• Unique Vessel Identifiers (UVI)
• Record of large-scale purse seine vessels

1

1) These activities are summarized from existing tuna FIPs.

ISSF Conservation Measures and Company Audits, and ISSF PVR
• ISSF Conservation Measures shark finning, shark and sea turtle best 

practices, full tuna retention, skippers workshops, NE FADs, etc.
• All ISSF Conservation Measures are verified through annual Company 

Audits and the ISSF Compliance Policy.
• PVR verification of Skippers Workshop participation, non-entangling FADs 

use, no shark finning, not on an RFMO IUU list, best practices for sharks and 
turtles, 100% purse seine observer coverage, IMO/UVI, full tuna retention.

(P1 & P3)

https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/influence/position-statements/
http://www.iotc.org/documents/collaborative-study-tropical-tuna-cpue-multiple-indian-ocean-longline-fleets-2016
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-technical-report-2014-08-updated-guidance-on-electronic-monitoring-systems-for-tropical-tuna-purse-seine-fisheries/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/ssf-technical-report-2015-08-harmonization-ll-bycatch-data-in-tuna-rfmos/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/technical-and-meeting-reports/download-info/issf-technical-report-2012-12-harmonisation-of-purse-seine-data-collected-by-tuna-rfmo-observer-programmes/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/traceability-data-collection-2-2-quarterly-data-submission-to-rfmo/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/databases/imo-database/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/databases/uvi-database/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/databases/record-of-large-scale-purse-seine-vessels/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/bycatch-mitigation-3-1a-shark-finning-policy/
http://iss-foundation.org/bycatch-mitigation-3-6-transactions-with-vessels-implementing-best-practices-for-sharks-and-sea-turtles/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/bycatch-mitigation-3-3-full-retention-of-tunas/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/publications-presentations/conservation-measures-commitments/bycatch-mitigation-3-4-skipper-best-practices/
http://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/commitments-compliance/conservation-measures-commitments/bycatch-mitigation-3-5-transactions-with-vessels-that-use-only-non-entangling-fads/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification/participating-company-audit-reports/download-category/participating-company-audit-reports/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/verification/audit-process/
http://iss-foundation.org/knowledge-tools/databases/proactive-vessel-register/
https://iss-foundation.org/what-we-do/influence/joint-advocacy/
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